
AFRICA  



AFRICA  
West Africa is considered the place of origin 
for all of humankind. (Genetic studies)  



Africa has a rich history before 
colonization. 

• Believed to be the first to make metal. 

• Located along the coast of the Red Sea, the 
people of East Africa have had long trading 
relationships with Arabian, Asian, and 
Mediterranean civilizations. 



In the 16th century Europe started 
moving in…. 

• European colonizers 
disrupted African village 
life by replacing locally 
centered agriculture with 
huge plantations. 

• Around the 1700s the 
trade relationships based 
on the Slave Trade in 
Central Africa, for the 
European colonies in the 
Americas 



In the 16th century Europe started 
moving in…. 

• Some of the last to take 
colonies in Africa was 
Germany and Belgium 
and they ended up 
settling Central Africa, 
which even today is one 
of the least densely 
populated areas on the 
continent 



For a long time Europe owned Africa 

• Most countries in Africa 
south of the Sahara rely 
on trade relationships 
with European countries. 

• The legacy of this 
relationship is most 
commercial farms and 
mining activity profits go 
back to  foreign-owned 
companies.    

 



Political Impacts in Africa Colonization 

During the 1800s, 
Europeans seeking 
raw materials and a 
market for goods 
established colonies 
in Africa with 
boundaries that cut 
through ethnic 
territories. 

 

 



For a long time Europe owned Africa 

• Slowly after WW I 
the African 
countries started to 
break away from 
the colonial 
Governments. 

• Nigeria erupted in 
civil war following 
what event in 1960? 



Today Africa still is dependent on 
Europe 

• Foreign loans in Africa 
south of the Sahara 
depend on to help 
them industrialize.  

• When African Farmers 
mostly engage in 
subsistence farming, it 
is hard to get the 
money to be more 
independent. 

 



South Africa  represents the promise 
and difficulty in Africa 

• History of struggle with 
Apartheid, which it eventually 
overcame. 

• Universal suffrage provided 
voting rights in South Africa  

• Nelson Mandela was the first 
black president of South Africa  

 
Difficulty  
• HIV is high in South Africa…About 

70 percent of the people in the 
world currently carrying the HIV 
virus live in Africa   



Religion in Africa 
• Islam is the dominant religion among the 

peoples of the Sahel region and Northern 
Africa. 



Natural Resources 

• Immense oil reserves 
makes Nigeria the 
region’s only member 
of OPEC 

• What happens to most 
of the cash crops 
grown in Africa are 
sent to places outside 
of Africa and 
processed into 
finished goods. 



Natural Resources 

• South Africa has 
about half of the 
world’s gold. 

• What happens to 
most of the cash 
crops grown in 
Africa are sent to 
places outside of 
Africa and 
processed into 
finished goods. 



Natural Resources 

Tourism is huge in 
Africa and the wildlife 
is protected, however 
just 1970s, nearly 
80,000 elephants a 
year were killed in 
Africa south of the 
Sahara primarily for 
their tusks.  

 



What is carrying Capacity? 

CARRYING CAPACITY 
• Carrying Capacity is the 

number of people an area 
can support on a sustained 
basis given the prevailing 
technology. 

• Carrying capacity is relative 
and changes with 
technology. 

• Overpopulation is relative 
and changes with 
technology/wealth. 
 



The End  


