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Note from the Registrar’s Office:  

Need to Withdraw a Student?   

Parents / Guardians:  After physically coming to the High School to sign 
a withdrawal slip for your student (sorry, no notes or phone calls), please 
allow one day for your student to hand carry a withdrawal slip around.  A 
student must sign out with all 6 teachers, the library, food services and 
Mrs. Schiller before copies of their transcript, withdrawal grades and 

immunization records can be given to the student.            

Thank you for adhering to these guidelines. 

Steilacoom Historical School District has refinanced its callable 2005 

and 2006 bonds in order to take advantage of lower interest rates. The 

recent refinancing will save the District’s taxpayers a total of over $3.4 

million during the next 11 years. Superintendent Fritz emphasized that 

these savings flow directly to taxpayers through reduced tax levies and 

are not available for District expenses. “This is a direct savings to our 

community members in the form of taxes they expected, but will not 

have to pay,” Fritz said. 
 

The Steilacoom Historical School Board accomplished these savings by 

approving the issuance of $49,860,000 in refunding bonds on February 

22nd, 2012. The District has been monitoring bond market conditions 

and recent low interest rates allowed the District to exceed its savings 

target. Interest rates averaged 2.13% on the new bonds compared to 

5.15% on the old debt. 

Recently the Steilacoom School Board voted to adopt SpringBoard, the 

foundational component for the College Board’s College Readiness System.   

The program has received rave review from school districts across the na-

tion.  The writing program is based on the College Board Standards for post-

secondary education and common core standards.   This program will add 

more rigor to our writing curriculum and challenge students to apply critical 

thinking skills and explain their thinking behind their application of 

knowledge.  Since the program itself is a college readiness program, our 

Honors classes will no longer be offered, but both our 11th and 12th grade 

Advanced Placement classes will continue.   
 

While our students do well on the HSPE writing tests, they score below the 

state SAT average in both reading and writing.  It is the goal of the English 

department that the adoption of SpringBoard will help boost our students’ 

abilities and scores to the next level.  SAT scores from Peninsula High 

School jumped 13% the year after SpringBoard was adopted.  There is a 

strong professional development component connected to SpringBoard, and 

all the English teachers are committed to attending three days of staff devel-

opment in May to be ready for the 2012-2013 school year.    

For Student Store 
For the third year in a row, the school store has been awarded Gold Level 

Status. Three students are now eligible to attend the International Career 

Development Conference (ICDC) in Salt Lake City, Utah. The three students 

responsible for writing and organizing this year’s store manual are Chris Ste-

phens, Lauren Leech, James Dodsworth. At the ICDC, Gold Certified and 

Gold Re-certified chapters will be recognized on stage during the Opening 

Session.   

The High School Proficiency Exam dates are as follows: 
 

 Writing I  March 13th  7:25 – 10:30 
 Writing II March 14th  7:25 – 10:30 
 Reading  March 15th   7:25 – 10:30 

 

Detailed information about the HSPE continued on page 3. 

Seniors and Parents: A reminder that applications for SHEF, Kiwanis, 

and We Love Steilacoom Association scholarships  are availa-

ble in Ms. Betancourt’s office at the high school and on the SHEF web-

site.  www.shefonline.com  The deadline for submitting applications is 

April 1st , 2012. 
 

There will be at least 25 scholarships worth $500 or more.  Several are 

funded through donations from individuals and companies in our commu-

nity.  One scholarship is for a student planning to attend PLU.  Others 

give preference to students going to community colleges or trade 

schools.  Some give preference to students who excel in sports.  Many 

of the scholarships are financial needs-based, and most have no mini-

mum GPA requirement.   

Take a look on page 6 for an 

area that you can help with. 



There are still opportunities to take the SAT and the ACT this year. Students needing to improve their scores! Haven’t passed the HSPE? 

If students score high enough they may have their HSPE requirements waived. Talk to your school counselor to find out more.   

Information can also be found on the Career Center SWIFT Site. http://www.swiftclassroom.com/shs/careercenter/index.php.   

 ACT Test Dates:    Register online at www.actstudent.org  

  TEST DATE                    REGISTRATION DATE              LATE REGISTRATION DATE  

    April 14th, 2012    March 9th, 2012     March 10th- 23rd, 2012 

    June 9th, 2012    May 4th, 2012     May 5th- 18th, 2012 

     SAT Dates:      Register online at www.collegeboard.com 

  TEST DATE                    REGISTRATION DATE              LATE REGISTRATION DATE  

    March 10th, 2012   February 10th, 2012    February 11th- 24th, 2012 

    May 5th, 2012    April 6th, 2012     April 7th-18th, 2012 

    June 2nd, 2012    May 8th, 2012     May 9th- 22nd, 2012 

As a way of getting updates and reminders of activities and deadlines for 

your student, please email the person of your student’s class.to be added 

to their emails.  

      Senior Class Parent Reps: Denise Lowry lowry04@msn.com  

     Junior Class Parent Rep: Starlene Enfield starjenfield@gmail.com 

     Sophomore Class Parent Rep: Cathy Hamilton-Wissmer cwwissmer@aol.com 

     Freshman Class Parent Rep:  Karen Newhouse zoocrew99@comcast.net 

The Career Center is online!! You can find it through the SWIFT web-

site…. http://www.swiftclassroom.com/shs/careercenter/index.php.  On it 

you will find a list of college visits to SHS along with College Fairs in the 

area, upcoming SHS field trips, Washington State college and scholar-

ship information, as well as a senior countdown.  Check it Out!!! 

Fieldtrips 

The Career Center is hosting 2 fieldtrips in March.  March 14th is 

“HerWorld” hosted by DeVry University.  “HerWorld” will give students the 

opportunity to meet other young women, team up for interactive work-

shops, set personal goals and be inspired by their own potential and the 

career opportunities that await them. Although opportunities have grown 

for women in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math fields, many 

young women remain unaware of these careers.  Guest speakers include 

Nora Kelly from Microsoft, a fighter pilot, as well a gold medal winner….all 

women represent the STEM field. 
 

UW Tacoma is hosting a College Planning Day on March 22th.  SHS is 

taking 50 juniors.  This is a one-stop opportunity for juniors to learn about 

Washington State’s higher education options.  This is not a college fair—

each student can attend four 30-minute presentations by colleges of their 

choosing.  Students will also have the option of attending a financial aid 

presentation or a campus tour. There are only a few slots left! Numbers 

are limited. 

ASVAB Testing Date 

The next ASVAB testing is scheduled for April 19.  Students can sign up 

at the Counseling Center or at the Career Center.  

Summer Opportunities 

Don’t forget to check out the events calendar on the Steilacoom High 

School site.  The calendar has been updated with several summer oppor-

tunities that are coming up.  Please be aware that most of these programs 

have applications due either this month or in April.  If your student is inter-

ested in any of the academies, it is not too early to start checking them 

out.  There will be a U.S. Service Academy Night on April 10th in Fife.  

Other summer opportunities include volunteering at the Seattle Aquarium 

and a week at Nursing Camp.  Check out the Career Center website for 

more information. 

Planning on college?   

Log on the Internet March 21st & 22nd for College Week LIVE!! 

Sign-Up for www.CollegeWeekLive.com, the world’s largest college fair 

and online admissions event website. It’s free and supported by the U.S. 

Department of Education Federal Student Aid office. Register now for 

CollegeWeekLive SPRING on March 21st & 22nd. 

Win a $10,000 Scholarship just for attending the event.  Register now 

and login on March 23rd or March 24th to win! It’s that simple. 

At CollegeWeekLive SPRING, you can . . . 

 Chat live with admissions reps from 300+ colleges– show your 

interest! 

 Find $2.5+ million in financial aid & scholarships from participat-

ing colleges 

 Hear what campus life is like via student video webcasts from 

favorite schools 

 Get great admissions advice from experts presenting live via video 

on topics like 

“How to write a college application essay” and “How to find scholar-

ships.” 

Sign-Up Today for Free at CollegeWeekLive.com! 

For the month of January 
Kendall Avery plays soccer and tennis; she is the ASB VP, wants to major 

in Computer Sciences and is in National Honor Society. In her spare time 

she LOVES going to any kind of concert she can, and picture this…she is a 

crowd surfer!! 

Dunn Westhoff is an Eagle Scout and deservedly so, he likes the adrena-

line rush of mountain and rock climbing, hiking, snow skiing, (sound a bit like 

Bear Grylls?) He is Venture Crew Prez and will major in Physics in college. 

http://www.swiftclassroom.com/shs/careercenter/index.php
http://www.swiftclassroom.com/shs/careercenter/index.php
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/en_CA/guest/app-registration/refcode=Counselor
http://www.CollegeWeekLive.com
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/en_CA/guest/app-registration/refcode=Counselor
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/en_CA/guest/app-registration/refcode=counselor
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/en_CA/Guest/CollegeWeekLive_SPRING/refcode=counselor
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/en_CA/guest/app-registration/refcode=counselor
http://www.collegeweeklive.com/en_CA/guest/app-registration/refcode=counselor


Our state graduation requirements are designed to ensure students have a solid foundation of reading, writing, math and science 
skills, no matter the path they choose after high school. To be eligible to graduate in Washington, high school students must: pass 
specific state exams, earn all required state and local credits, and successfully complete a high school and beyond plan and a culmi-
nating project. The assessment requirements and dates are as follows: 

 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

 

Class of 2012 Classes of 2013 and 2014 Dates 

READING AND WRITING 
Pass reading and writing HSPE or as-
sessment for students in special edu-
cation. 

—OR— 
Pass state-approved alternatives.* 

READING AND WRITING 
Pass reading and writing HSPE or as-
sessment for students in special edu-
cation. 

—OR— 
Pass state-approved alternatives.* 

Writing  I March 13th   7:25 – 10:30 
  
Writing II March 14th   7:25 – 10:30 
  
Reading  March 15th   7:25 – 10:30 

MATH 
Pass math high school HSPE, one end-
of-course (EOC) exam or assessment 
for students in special education. 

—OR— 
Pass state-approved alternative.* 

—OR— 
Earn two math credits (or career and 
technical course equivalent) after 
10th grade.* 

MATH 
Pass one math end-of-course exam 
(algebra 1 or geometry) or assessment 
for students in special education. 

—OR— 
Pass state-approved alternative.* 

EOC Make Up I Algebra I 
January 11th             7:25 – 10:30 
  
EOC Algebra I To be held within the 1st 
couple of weeks in June in Algebra I 
classes 
  
EOC Geometry To be held within the 
1st couple of weeks in June in Geome-
try classes 

SCIENCE 
No longer required for Class of 2012 

SCIENCE 
2013 No longer required 
2014 Must take the EOC Biology test 
but does not need to pass 

EOC Biology 
To be held within the 1st couple of 
weeks of June in Biology classes. 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
Meet all other state and school 
district graduation requirements: 
Culminating Project, High School and 
Beyond Plan and local credit require-
ments. 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
Meet all other state and school dis-
trict graduation requirements: Culmi-
nating Project, High School and Be-
yond Plan and local credit require-
ments. 

  

When are the make-up test dates? 
Across the state, all high school students take each at the 
same time, on the same day. Summer testing for reading and 
writing will be August 14th -16th at Steilacoom High School. 

I am a junior who has not met HSPE Math standard. Can I 
earn 2.0 credits of math after my sophomore year to meet 
this requirement? 
No. You must pass one math end-of-course exam or state-
approved alternative. 

What happens if I haven’t met the Reading, Writing, or 
Math HSPE but meet all my other graduation require-
ments? 
You will not earn a diploma. 

What if I recently enrolled at SHS? 
All sophomores will take all four spring HSPE exams. New jun-
iors and seniors who have previously taken and passed a state 
exam may appeal to use those scores for an Out of State Waiv-
er. March 1st is the deadline for all appeal waivers. 

I’m a senior who hasn’t met HSPE Math standards. I 
passed Geometry last year as a junior, but am currently 
in Algebra II and not passing. What do I need to do? 
You should have taken the January 11th, EOC 1 Make UP. In 
addition, as a Class of 2012 student, you may fulfill the math 
requirement by earning 2.0 credits of math after your sopho-
more year or passing the EOC1 or EOC2. Free math tutoring 
is offered in the math department, make arrangements with 
any SHS Math teachers. 

  
For questions regarding your child’s graduation status or 
testing please contact Wally Mitchell, Counselor SHS, at 
wmitchell@steilacoom,k12.wa.us or 253-983-2311. 
  
To learn more about the state testing, please visit: 

http://www.WAtesting.com 
  



The best end of the year party ever!   
Attention Senior Class Parents: Excellent news - We have sold 104 tickets! 

To ease some of the Senior year financial stress - $75 grad party ticket 

pricing is extended to March 31st 

 

We will also be accepting payments as follows: 

 1st payment – $25 due by March 31st 

 2nd payment – $25 due April 15th 

 Final payment – $25 due May 15th 

All payments are non-refundable 

Cash or checks payable to SHS Booster Club 

Tickets will be sold on Tuesday & Thursday during both lunches. 
 

Extra Class of 2012 t-shirts on sale 

Short sleeved t-shirts   $5 

Sizes and quantities are limited 

Contact Denise Lowry (dlowry@gth-law.com) if interested 

Katie Howard, a sophomore at Steilacoom High School, participated in the 

Senate Page Program last week during the fourth week of the 2012 ses-

sion. Howard was sponsored by Sen. Mike Carrell (R- Lakewood). 

The Senate Page Program is an opportunity for Washington students to get 

firsthand experience working in the Legislature. Pages get a variety of ex-

periences in their week-long stay in Olympia, including running errands, 

delivering mail, and paging in the Senate Chamber. Pages are also taught 

about parliamentary procedure and the legislative process. Howard was 

one of 15 students chosen to participate last week. 
 

“Katie was a delight this week,” said Carrell. “I am grateful for her participa-

tion, and know that our page program is the best way for students to experi-

ence what it’s really like here at the Capitol.” 
 

“I had no idea that there were so many bills to take into consideration,” said 

Howard. “This program has helped me learn a lot about what happens be-

hind the scenes at the Capitol.” 
 

Howard enjoys a wide range of activities including swimming, community 

service, and Girl Scouts. She is also in the Key Club and is a member of St. 

Mary’s Church. In the future she hopes to become either a radiologist or an 

electrical engineer. 
 

Howard is the daughter of Page Howard and Bettye Craft of Lakewood. 
 

Junior high/middle school and high school students who are interested in 

the Senate Page Program are encouraged to visit: 

http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Administration/PageProgram/ 

Lakewood Rotary honors the area’s best and brightest students each month 

with its “Student of the Month” award. At the club’s February 24th meeting, 

Rotarian Robert Peterson presented the honor to Steilacoom High School’s 

Preston Danielson. 
 

Some of Preston’s achievements: 4.0 GPA; by taking classes at Pierce 

College simultaneously, he will graduate in June with 50 credits towards his 

Associate of Arts Degree; he has been accepted to Brigham Young Univer-

sity; he is President of the Associated Student Body at Steilacoom; he has 

been elected to the Homecoming Court for three of his four years at Stei-

lacoom, and was Homecoming King this year; he is a charter member of the 

Joyful Foundation (collecting blankets for cancer patients); he has done two 

years of mission work; he earned his Eagle badge as an 8th grader and 

holds 57 Merit Badges; he is currently a Venture Scout with a bronze rank. 
 

Clearly, Preston is the poster boy for Student of the Month. Congratulations 

to Preston Danielson for this latest award in a young life already filled with 

awards. Also attending the Rotary meeting for the presentation was the 

Principal of Steilacoom High, Jan McCrimmon. 

At the Mountain Region Solo & Ensemble Contest  

Frankie Roberts secured the first alternate slot for the Tenor Saxophone 

to the State Contest. and Margereie Celestra won the Bass Clarinet divi-

sion.  She is invited to participate at the State Solo & Ensemble Contest 

in Ellensburg April 27th & 28th.   

Remember-stay home until fever free for 24 hours.  Just because you don’t 

have a fever when you wake up, does not mean you come to school.   

Please 24 hours without a fever. 
 

 Frequent hand washing, and use hand sanitizer in between.  

 No sharing: Do not share drinking glasses, food or other personal items. 

 Cover your mouth: Cough and sneeze into your elbow, trap the germs. 
 

A reminder about Immunizations:   Help us keep your records up to 

date. This is especially important for the Tdap boosters, as they are increas-

ingly being required.  As the seniors move on to college they may face differ-

ent immunization requirements than what we have here in Washington. 

Some states do not allow personal exemptions for required vaccines.  Get-

ting immunizations updated is free through the Health Department and Mary 

Bridge, but only until you are 18 years old. 

 

The following girls received  the Scholar Athlete Award for the 2011-2012 

basketball season: Desiree Brown, Janett Trujillo, Carrie Fox, Karianne 

Aanesland, Lacey Thomson, Vanessa Ivy, Alisha Mayo, & Anyssa Guzman.   

The wrestling team had a great season. They were Academic State 

Champs for 2A (3.6 GPA average) and Luke Shell, John Santos and Jordan 

Leech all made it to state. John and Luke finished 7th as well at state, and 

Jordan had a great showing for his first trip to the dome! Jared Stalder was 

an alternate to the state tournament.   

mailto:dlowry@gth-law.com
http://www.leg.wa.gov/Senate/Administration/PageProgram/


$CHOLARSHIPS 2012 Compiled by Mrs. Betancourt 

*All applications for scholarships will be accepted without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, disabilities, or language. 
 

 

KELLY FOUNDATION OF WASHINGTON – EWING KELLY SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  March 12, 2012 ($2,500) Senior with an 840+SAT or 20+ACT score, citizenship, financial need and 

academic achievement. 
 

RIT SPIRIT WRITING CONTEST Deadline: March 15, 2012 Deaf or hard of hearing 10-12th graders go online at www.rit.edu/NTID/Writing Contest to download app. 
 

WA STATE ASSOCIATION FOR JUSTICE PRESIDENT’S SCHOLARSHIP/ WA STATE ASSOCIATION FOR JUSTICE AMERICAN JUSTICE ESSAY Deadline:  March 16, 2012 ($1,000.- 

3,000) Seniors with academic excellence, community service, overcome a challenge, & financial need to apply. 
 

SAMMY 2010 SCHOLARSHIP – SCHOLAR / ATHLETE Deadline:  March 19, 2012 Seniors scholar/ athletes go online at www.bodybymilk.com to apply.   $7,500!!  
 

BETTY JO NEILS SCHOLARSHIP – LAKEWD REPUBLICAN WOMEN   (LOCAL!) Deadline:  March 20, 2012 ($1,000.) Republican senior females with 2.5+ GPA to attend college in the fall, 

apply.  Financial need NOT a factor! 
 

THE PUYALLUP FAIR – BILL STONER SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  March 23, 2012 Seniors with financial need going to 2, 4-year college or vocational school. 
 

THE PUYALLUP FAIR – ANDERSON CRIMINAL JUSTICE SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  March 23, 2012 Seniors planning on attending WA state college in the career field of criminal justice 
 

LEADERSHIP 1000 SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  March 23, 2012 Senior with GPA 2.75+ and financial need to attend a 4-year college in WA state! See chart for income limits. 
 

STAND OUT PROM SCHOLARSHIP Deadline: March 30, 2012 Senior females to pursue creative arts degree. Community service , passion for the arts. 
 

ROTARY CLUB OF LAKEWOOD (LOCAL!) Deadline:  March 31, 2012 ($1,000.) Seniors with financial need, excellent academics and community service hours planning on 4-year college.   
  

FORT LEWIS FAMILY MEMBER SCHOLARSHIP (LOCAL!) Deadline:  March 31, 2012 Senior of active duty or retired military w/ ID card, 2.5+GPA, to go online to wwwfortlewisscholarship.com  
 

CHILDREN OF LAW ENFORCEMENT & FIRE SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  March 31, 2012 Seniors of active duty law or fire personnel to apply. Criteria in order: GPA, SAT/ACT, Essay, 

extracurricular  
 

TWINSTAR CREDIT UNION SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  March 31, 2012 Senior who belongs to this credit union may apply at the site or go online at www.TwinStarCU.com 
 

BEN B. CHENEY SCHOLARSHIP (LOCAL!) Deadline:  April 1, 2012 TURN APPLICATION IN TO MS. BETANCOURT! Seniors with high GPA, leadership and motivation, who participated in at 

least one varsity sport to 4-yr college. 
 

SHEF SCHOLARSHIP  (LOCAL!) Deadline:  April 1, 2012 Seniors apply for 25 scholarships in one!! Good for 2 or 4-year college/U, vocational/technical schools. go online at www.shefonline.com 

TACOMA ATHLETIC COMMISSION, CLAY HUNTINGTON SCHOLARSHIP Deadline: April 1, 2012 Seniors majoring in radio/TV, production/broadcasting, or journalism who took Yearbook to 

apply. 
 

PIERCE COUNTY POMONA GRANGE SCHOLARSHIP (LOCAL!) Deadline:  April 1, 2012 Senior must be member of grange or child, grandchild of member.  Vocational & tech schools included. 
 

UNITED WAY, WILLIE STEWART COMMUNITY SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  April 1, 2012 Seniors with a minimum of 50 volunteer hours in the past year may apply. 
 

UNITED WAY, VARSITY LETTER IN COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD Deadline:  April 1, 2012 ALL GRADE LEVELS with a minimum of 145 to 250+ volunteer hours in the past year may apply. 
 

FRANCISCAN HEALTH SYSTEM SCHOLARSHIP- SCHOLARSHIP AMERICA  NEW Deadline:  April 2, 2012 Minority seniors pursuing degree in certain health care fields.  Go online at 

www.fhshealth.org/scholarship  
 

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  April 10, 2012 Senior with 2.5+GPA, to 4-year College, financial need, community involvement and faced a challenge. 
 

ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY GRACE CRUMPTON SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  April 10, 2012 Senior 3.+GPA, to 4-year College, 10 hours documented community service hours & pursing degree 

in the Arts. 
 

BOB MAGUINEZ MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  April 15, 2012 Seniors planning 2 or 4-year College, or Voc school with athletic ability to apply. $1,000. annually. 
 

VISINE STUDENTS WITH VISION SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  April 16, 2012 ($5,000.) Seniors with 2.8+ GPA with a clear vision or goal for your future go online to  aim.applyists.net/Vision  
 

 

SOUND CREDIT UNION SCHOLARSHIPS Deadline: April 17, 2012 Senior must be a member by Oct 18 of this CU with 3.0+ GPA. Go online to TheWashBoard.org. 
 

PROPELLER CLUB (PORT OF TACOMA) SCHOLARSHIP  (LOCAL!) Deadline: April 18, 2012 TURN APPLICATION IN TO MS. BETANCOURT! Senior with 2.75+ GPA w/financial need & 

leadership skills. One student chosen. $200 just for nomination. 
 

RETIRED WOMEN IN EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP (LOCAL!) Deadline: April 30, 2012 (3, $1,000.) Seniors planning on career in education to apply.  
 

“IT’S ALWAYS SOMETHING” WRITING CONTEST – GILDA’S CLUB Deadline:  May 1, 2012  ALL GRADE LEVELS! Have you, a family member or friend survived cancer? Write 500-2000 word 

essay. 
 

RAY GIBSON’S CABALLEROS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  May 16, 2012 Senior African-American who has been accepted to a 4-year college to apply. 
 

WASHINGTON WINE INDUSTRY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  June 1, 2012 ($500. – 3,000.) Seniors planning to study viticulture and/or enology to apply at 

www.washingtonwinefoundation.org  
 

INTERNATIONAL AIR AND HOSPITALITY ACADEMY, NORTHWEST CULINARY INSTITUTE, NORTHWEST RENEWABLE ENERGY INSTITUTE SCHOLARSHIPS Deadline: June 1, 2012 

See Ms. Betancourt for nomination See catalog under “No deadline” Airline Industry or Hospitality;  Wind Turbine; or  Culinary Arts. 
 

NORTHWEST CAREER COLLEGES FEDERATION “CAREERS THAT WORK” Deadline: June 1, 2012 Planning on attending DeVry, Everest, Gene Juarez, and 41 others, see Ms. B for   

$1,000. scholarship.  
 

ABBOTT AND FENNER SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  June 15, 2012 Seniors submit an essay on the topic that appears on the website www.abbottand fenner.com/scholarships.htm 
 

BIG SUN SCHOLARSHIP Deadline:  June 22, 2012 Senior athletes to apply online at www.bigsunathletics.com.  Any sport qualifies. 
 

 

MUST PLAN ON ATTENDING THESE COLLEGES FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 
SEATTLE UNIVERSITY FOSTERING SCHOLARS PROGRAM Must be accepted to qualify for award for being in foster care, emancipated youth in state, or kinship care. 

          

 More scholarship continued on page 6 

in the 2A/3A Non-tumbling Competition 

http://www.TwinStarCU.com
http://www.washingtonwinefoundation.org
http://www.bigsunathletics.com


Co-Presidents: Bettye Craft craftybettye@msn.com 

         Nanette Winkler winkler4@comcast.net  

Vice President: Kathy Roark Kmroark94@aol.com  

Treasurer: Wanda Magaway magfmly@comcast.net 

Secretary: Mim Billman mimandpaul@hotmail.com 

2012 Class Parent Reps: Denise Lowry lowry04@msn.com  

2013 Class Parent Rep: Starlene Enfield starjenfield@gmail.com 

2014 Class Parent Rep: Cathy Hamilton-Wissmer cwwissmer@aol.com 

2015 Class Parent Rep:  Karen Newhouse zoocrew99@comcast.net 

Newsletter: Nanette Winkler winkler4@comcast.net 

Booster Buddy: Ellen Balls chwksrgr8@yahoo.com 

Staff Appreciation: Karen Hobbs, Voraya  Srisamang,  

 and Christine Mullen Christinemullen@mac.com 

Football ticket scheduling: Page Howard page1946@msn.com  

Football concession scheduling: Page Howard page1946@msn.com 

Basketball concession purchasing: Tim Dodsworth tdodsworth@comcast.net      

Basketball ticket scheduling: Nanette Winkler  winkler4@comcast.net  

Basketball concession scheduling: Erica Johnson ericajim@yahoo.com 

Volunteer Coordinator: Crista Goins crista.goins@colliers@com 

$CHOLARSHIPS 2012 continued from page 5 

Check out these scholarships web sites. 
 www.Pepsi-ColaTuitionFundingSources.com     www.wiredscholar.com      www.scholarships.com  

 www.fastweb.com          www.christianconnector.com      www.makingitcount.com/scholarship 

 www.anycollege.com       www.thewashboard.org                             www,careercrusing.com     

 www.becarers.org     www.WashingtonScholarships.org StudentScholarships.org 

 anycollege.net        

WEST POINT MILITARY ACADEMY Juniors interested in attending, now is the time to open a file with the academy.  Go online secwww.admissions.usma.edu/forms/apply for infor-

mation. 

AMERICAN LEGION SCHOLARSHIPS Seniors go line to www.legion.org/needalift to check out these scholarships. 

President: .           The Booster  Club needs you      . 

 

Vice President: .           The Booster  Club needs you    . 

Treasurer: .           The Booster  Club needs you            . 

Secretary: Mim Billman mimandpaul@hotmail.com 

2013 Class Parent Reps: Starlene Enfield starjenfield@gmail.com 

2014 Class Parent Rep: Donna Barlow donna.barlow@q.com 

2015 Class Parent Rep: .           The Booster  Club needs you      . 

2016 Class Parent Rep: .           The Booster  Club needs you      . 

Newsletter: Nanette Winkler winkler4@comcast.net 

Booster Buddy: Ellen Balls chwksrgr8@yahoo.com 

Staff Appreciation: Karen Hobbs, Voraya  Srisamang,  

 and Christine Mullen Christinemullen@mac.com 

Football ticket scheduling: Page Howard page1946@msn.com  

Football concession scheduling: Page Howard page1946@msn.com 

Basketball concession stand: .      The Booster  Club needs you       . 

Basketball ticket scheduling: .       The Booster  Club needs you       . 

Basketball concessions scheduling: Erica Johnson ericajim@yahoo.com 

Volunteer Coordinator for the school:    The Booster  Club needs you    . 

Towards the end of each year the Sentinels Booster Club of Steilacoom High School starts filling the following year’s Board w ith returning or new mem-

bers.  It is time to start inquiring with parents and community members as to where they could help.  Many of the positions are currently filled by volunteers 

whose children are graduating or are interested in assisting in other areas. Below is the list of current board members on the left and on the right is a list of 

members that are returning or the blank of areas where maybe you would want to join this fun group.  Please feel free to attend one of the monthly meet-

ings or call either of us with your questions. Nanette Winkler  253-912-9590 or Bettye Craft 253-307-5317 

Steilacoom Historical School District announces that school days missed 

due to inclement weather will be made up on March 9th, March 23rd, May 

25th and June 15th, 2012. Friday, March 9th, was a previously scheduled 

a non-student day for professional development. Students will now 

attend school that day. The District appreciates the partnership of the 

Steilacoom Education Association in scheduling the make-up days. 

Family Advocacy Program 

Presents the 15th Annual 

PARENT  

UNIVERSITY 

Friday, April 13th 

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

North Fort Chapel 

JBLM - North Fort 

It doesn’t take a genius to figure out what kids need to  

succeed. But it does take some effort. 
 

Free event for parents seeding information about positive relationships and 

discipline for their children. Guest speaker: Matthew Johnson Psy. D.  

author of “Positive Parenting With A Plan.” Complimentary lunch will be 

provided at the event. Free on-site Childcare will be provided with early 

registration (before April 1st).  
 

For information or to register call: 253-967-5901 or 253-982-2695 

Stand up and show your spirit! 
 Ladies: You may have noticed that the latest trend to combine comfort 

and fashion is the lady’s yoga pant. Riding this trend, the class of 2014 is 

offering black yoga pants with “Sentinels” screened on the waist band. 

The screen on these high-quality pants is gold metallic foil, so “Sentinels” 

is shimmery. Cost is $35.  Pre-orders  will be taken through Friday, 

March 9th, Cash or Checks only, please make checks out to Steilacoom 

High School. 

They aren’t just for kids’ comfort! So plan to order a couple pairs. 

http://www.legion.org/needalift


Mrs. Teri Litt 
February Staff Spotlight Recipient  

 Brought to you by SHS Booster Club and SHS Leadership 

Written by Chris Wallace and Drew Peters  

Each month, a teacher is chosen to be recognized for his/her hard work and 

effort in our school. These individuals are chosen for qualities like dedication 

or going beyond job requirements. This month, we’ve selected an individual 

that, due to her position in this school, most every student in the school is 

likely to recognize. The person who we’ve decided to celebrate this month is 

Mrs. Litt, Steilacoom High School’s own librarian.  
 

Mrs. Litt has been at Steilacoom for seven years, though in total, she’s been 

teaching for twenty-two years. She graduated from Lakes High School. Hold 

those boos and hisses, though, because Steilacoom High wasn’t around at 

the time. After she graduated from Lakes, she went to college at Tacoma 

Community College, and then to Pacific Lutheran University.  
  

Before becoming a librarian, Mrs. Litt was a classroom teacher, who con-

stantly looked for new resources to give to her students. Early on, she real-

ized that giving resources to students was actually the job of a librarian, and 

decided to become one. Mrs. Litt’s previous job experience before she was 

a classroom teacher or a librarian helped her realize she wanted to do 

something self-fulfilling, so she built a career as a teacher, and then, a librar-

ian.  
 

Even though Mrs. Litt is a librarian, she still has opportunities to teach. Other 

than taking care of the library, she often holds sessions in which she helps 

english, history, and science classes learn how to properly use resources, 

and how to find good resources over the internet. Along with finding re-

sources for projects, she also teaches students how to create citations. Fur-

ther, she helps students learn the system to find another resource: library 

books. Mrs. Litt’s assistance in these matters is of great help for students 

about to start their projects and essays.   
 

As a librarian, Mrs. Litt feels like she’s making a difference for students eve-

ry day. But, she says she most feels like she makes a difference around a 

week before senior projects are due. Specifically, she felt like she had made 

a difference a week before senior projects in the 2010 school year. That 

year, the seniors were stressed and panicked, more so than usual. They 

already knew the information they needed to make their senior projects, but 

they weren’t organized, and had trouble with it. That year, Mrs. Litt made a 

difference by helping them with organization, and making the process easier 

for them. 
 

Outside of her job, Mrs. Litt participates in many different activities. She is a 

member of the SHEF board, and recently joined the Steilacoom Friends of 

the Library Board. Something that most people don’t know about Mrs. Litt is 

that in the fourth grade, her class had a frog jumping derby, and her frog 

won first place. During her free time, Mrs. Litt likes being at the beach, work-

ing in her yard, and reading a good book.  
 

Mrs. Litt’s help with research projects and citations helps make work easier 

for students, and she is always willing to help students with their education. 

She does this simply because it feels fulfilling to her, and that is something 

that is greatly appreciated.  

Thank you Mrs. Litt, for all your hard work! 

Yearbooks will go on sale again March 1st cost is $60.  

Buy Now or You Will Miss Out!   
Anyone who has photos of spring sports events we would love to have 

your copies. They can be emailed to tbader@steilacoom.k12.wa.us.  

Thank you! Ms. Bader 

Thanks, Gracias & Merci from the SHS Library! 
All year round, the contributions of many people help keep the SHS Li-

brary up and running. 
 

Some are behind the scenes, even rather stealthy, and others are obvious 

every day. Most importantly, there’s no time like the present for some sin-

cere thank you’s! 
 

Thanks to our SHS Administrators for understanding the impacts an effec-

tive library has on students as individuals and their academic achieve-

ment. Thanks to classroom teachers who take advantage of the resources 

and opportunities available through the library. Thank you immensely to 

the SHS Booster Club and the Steilacoom Historical Education Foundation 

for help with funding online resource subscriptions. 
 

The SHSD Technology Department supports the library by responding 

quickly to computer or internet issues we might run into, and thank you is 

an understatement of our appreciation. In addition, parents and community 

members help by donating books that appeal to our students or taking on 

projects like helping with textbook checkout, English department book 

management, and preparing new books for library use, and saying thanks 

is barely the tip of the iceberg.  
 

This is also an opportunity to thank SHS students for utilizing, valuing and 

respecting the SHS Library and its opportunities. Managing an average of 

200 visits each day would be an overwhelming task without 

the cooperation our students demonstrate. In addition, students who are 

Library Teacher Assistants, and often their friends, complete daily mainte-

nance tasks, create displays, and take responsibility for making the library 

work smoothly and effectively. 
 

Thank you to everyone mentioned, and those of you who help in those 

subtle ways that still provide invaluable support! 
 

Mrs. Litt 

Teacher-Librarian 

Steilacoom High School 

 Bingo Night  
              April 27th @ TBD at SHS 

                 An After Grad-Party Fundraiser 

Come one, come all to play a night of Bingo.   

Everybody is welcome, elementary kids must have supervision.  

Cards are $2 a piece or 3 for $5 

All proceeds benefit the 2014 class after grad party. 

mailto:tbader@steilacoom.k12.wa.us


Boys Soccer 

Date   Opponent & Location      JV   Varsity 

3/20    Eatonville @ Home       5:00     7:00 

3/23    Franklin Pierce @ Home 5:00     7:00 

3/27    @ White River       5:00     7:00 

3/30    @ Clover Park       5:00     7:00 

4/ 2     @ Washington       5:00     7:00 

4/ 4     Sumner @ Home       5:00     7:00 

4/ 9     @ Fife        5:00     7:00 

4/11    @ Eatonville        5:00     7:00 

4/17    @ Franklin Pierce       5:00     7:00 

4/20     White River @ Home       5:00     7:00 

4/24    Clover Park @ Home       5:00     7:00 

4/27    Washington @ Home       5:00     7:00 

5/ 1    @ Sumner        5:00     7:00 

5/ 4    Fife @ Home        5:00     7:00 

5/ 7    SPSL Tie-breaker         —-      TBD 

Boys Baseball 

Date Opponent & Location          JV   Varsity 

3/ 9          @ Olympic   4:00     4:00 

3/12 Orting @ Home    —       4:00 

3/12 @ Orting    4:00      —- 

3/14 Overlake @Marymoor  3:30     3:30 

3/15 Lakes @ Home      —-      4:00 

3/15 @ Lakes       4:00      —- 

3/19 Charles Wright @ Home   —-      4:00 

3/19 @ Charles Wright    4:00      —- 

3/22 @ Foss      —-      4:00 

3/22 Foss @ Home    4:00      —- 

3/23 @ Washington    —-      4:00 

3/23 Washington @ Home  4:00      —- 

3/27 @ White River      —-      4:00 

3/27 White River @ Home   4:00      —- 

3/28 Eatonville @ Home   —-      4:00 

3/28 @ Eatonville   4:00      —- 

3/30 Franklin Pierce @ Home   —-      4:00 

3/30 @ Franklin Pierce    4:00      —- 

4/ 3 @ Fife       —-      4:00 

4/ 3 Fife @ Home     4:00      —- 

4/ 4 @ Sumner    —-      4:00 

4/ 4 Sumner @ Home   4:00      —- 

4/ 6 Clover Park @ Home   —-      4:00 

4/ 6 @ Clover Park   4:00      —- 

4/10 Washington @ Home     —-      4:00 

4/10 @ Washington    4:00      —- 

4/11 White River  @ Home   —-      4:00 

4/11 @ White River     4:00      —- 

4/13 @ Eatonville       —-      4:00 

4/13  Eatonville @ Home    4:00      —- 

4/17 @ Franklin Pierce    —-      4:00 

4/17 Franklin Pierce @ Home  4:00      —- 

4/19 Fife @ Home     —-      4:00 

4/19 @ Fife      4:00      —- 

4/24 Sumner @ Home     —-      4:00  

4/24 @ Sumner    4:00      —- 

4/26 @Clover Park    —-      4:00 

4/26 Clover Park @ Home  4:00       —- 

Track & Field 
Date Location        Field    Track 

3/10 Sunset Stadium   9:30     9:30 

3/17 Franklin Pierce Stadium        10:00   10:00 

3/21 Steilacoom Track   3:00     3:15 

3/29 Fife High School   3:15     3:30 

3/31 Shelton High Climber Stadium 12:00  12:00 

4/12 Steilacoom Track        3:30     3:30 

4/17 Federal Way Memorial Field   4:00      4:00 

4/26 Franklin Peirce Stadium  3:00      3:00 

4/28 Shelton Invitational   1:00      1:00 

5/ 3 Eatonville    3:00      3:00 

5/11&12 SPSL 2A Sub Districts 

5/18&19 2A WCD III Olympic SPSL 

5/24      2A WIAA State Championships @ Mt Tahoma 

Girls Fastpitch 

Date Opponent & Location          JV   Varsity      

3/12     @ North Thurston  4:30     4:30 

3/14 @ Tyee    —-      3:30 

3/23     @ Washington   —-      4:00 

3/23 Washington @ Home 4:00      —- 

3/27     @ White River   —-      4:30 

3/27 White River @ Home 4:30      —- 

3/28     Eatonville @ Home  —-      4:00 

3/28 @ Eatonville  4:00      —- 

3/30      Franklin Pierce @ Home  —-      4:00  

3/30 @ Franklin Pierce  4:00      —- 

4/ 3        @ Fife    —-      4:00 

4/ 3 Fife @ Home  4:00      —- 

4/ 4       @ Sumner   —-      4:00 

4/ 4 Sumner @ Home  4:00      —- 

4/10       Washington @ Home  —-      4:00 

4/10 @ Washington  4:00      —- 

4/11 White River @ Home  —-      4:00 

4/11 @ White River  4:00       — 

4/17     @ Franklin Pierce   —-      4:00 

4/17 Franklin Pierce @ Home 4:00       —-  

4/19     Fife @ Home    —-      4:00 

4/19 @ Fife   4:00      —- 

4/24     Sumner @ Home   —-      4:00 

4/24 @ Sumner  4:00      —- 

4/26     @ Clover Park   —-      4:00 

4/26 Clover Park @ Home 4:00      —- 

5/ 1     @ Eatonville   —-      4:00 

5/ 1 Eatonville @ Home 4:00       —- 

5/ 3 Clover Park @ Home  —-      4:00 

5/ 3 @ Clover Park  4:00       —- 

5/ 7 @ Vashon Island   —-      4:00 

5/11 @ Orting    —-      4:00 

5/12      Sub District Tournament    —-      TBD 

5/18&19 WCD    —-      TBD 

5/25&26 State Tournament    —-      TBD 

Girls Tennis 

Date Opponent & Location         Time 

3/13     @ Franklin Pierce  3:30 

3/15 @ Eatonville  3:30 

3/20     @ Washington  3:30 

3/22     Sumner @ Home  3:30 

3/27     Franklin Pierce @ Home 3:30 

3/29      White River @ Home 3:30  

4/10       Clover Park @ Home 3:30 

4/12 Fife @ Home  3:30 

4/16     @ Clover Park  3:30 

4/18     @ White River  3:30 

4/21      Match Makeup Day TBD 

4/24 Eatonville @ Home 3:30 

4/25 Bye   TBD 

4/27 Washington @ Home 3:30 

4/28  Match Makeup Day  TBD 

4/30 @ Sumner  3:30 

5/ 2     @ Fife   3:30 

Earn a varsity letter in community service by applying through the Untied Way of Pierce County. 

Applications and information can be found at www.uwpc.org deadline is April 1st, 2012. Seniors 

qualify to apply for the Willie Stewart Community Service Scholarship ranging from $750-$2,000 

           SHS Cheerleading Tryouts   
Tryouts for the 2012-2013 SHS Cheerleading team will be held May 7th through May 11th from 3:00
-4:30 in the SHS Auxiliary Gym.  Tryouts are open to any8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th graders that will be 
attending Steilacoom High School next year. Informational Packets will be available starting April 
16th in the office of Pioneer Middle School or contact Mrs. Sortore at Steilacoom High School. 
These packets contain all rules, regulations, and costs, as well as a summer practice schedule! 
For more information, contact Coach Sortore at 253-983-2330 or psortore@steilacoom.k12.wa.us 

mailto:psortore@steilacoom.k12.wa.us


part of the Steilacoom Historical School District No. 1 

 March 

     9 Snow Make Up Day for January 17th  

   14 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE  

 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Steilacoom High School 

   12-21 HSPE Testing Window 

   21 Booster Club Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

   23 Snow Make Up Day for January 18th 

   28 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Steilacoom High School 

   30 Half Day - Grade Level Preparation Release @ 10:55 AM 

April 

     2-6 Spring Break - No School 

   10 Third Quarter Completed 

   11 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE  

 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Pioneer Middle School 

   18 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE 

  Booster Club Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

   25 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE  

 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Pioneer Middle School 

May 

     2 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE   

     9 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE  

 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Steilacoom High School 

   12 2012 Prom @ 8:00 - 11:30 PM 

   16 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE  

 Booster Club Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

   23 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Steilacoom High School 

   25 Snow Make Up Day for January 19th  

   28 Memorial Day - No School 

   30 Concert in the Park @ 7:00 PM at Pioneer Park in Steilacoom 

    31 Senior Awards Night @ 7:00 PM in Gym 

             ~ Last date to get all Correspondence & Running Start grades in ~ 

June 

    6 1 Hour Early Release @ 12:55 PM for ACE  

    8 Graduation Rehearsal @ 10:00 AM 

   11 Baccalaureate @ TBD at Mormon Church 

   10 2012 Graduation @ 1:00 PM at PLU 

   13 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Pioneer Middle School 

   14 Calendar change - Full Day of School  

   15 Snow Make Up Day for January 20th 

    Half Day - Last Day of School Release @ 10:55 AM 

   28 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Pioneer Middle School 

July 

   12 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Steilacoom High School 

   26 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Steilacoom High School 

August 

     9 School Board Meeting @ 7:00 PM at Pioneer Middle School 

   14-16  HSPE Retake for Writing and Reading tests 

For other school district news visit  www.steilacoom.k12.wa.us    
SHS Phone # is (253)983-2300     Emergency Information  # is (253) 896-2897 

SHS Analog Phone number when power outages occur (253)582-1032 

Have you moved?   

Changed phone numbers?  

Changed email address?  

Emergency contacts changed for your student? 

Please contact the registrar, Wanda Betancourt, at 983-2304 or email 

wbetancourt@steilacoom.k12.wa.us to update student information. 

The Steilacoom High School Math Department would like to recognize 

some outstanding math students. 

 Kenny Beleno – Kenny consistently works hard in PreCalculus. He 

always has his homework done and shows great work ethic. 

 Johanna Forbes – Johanna is new to the school, but has already 

shown a great talent for Algebra 2. She scored well on her tests and 

has been a great help to others in class. 

 Monique Guillot – Monique has proven to be a great asset this semes-

ter in PreCalculus.  She has remained focused in class and done well 

this semester. 

 Aaron Heinzmann - Aaron is always helping his fellow classmates 

understand trigonometric identities while earning a 95%. Thanks, Aa-

ron! 

 Nicole Hobbs – Nicole is always prepared with homework, she asks 

lots of questions in class and gives her best effort always! 

 Stephanie Huss – Stephanie is diligent with completing daily work. Her 

attention is focused during class.  She asks lots of questions and her 

quality of work is improving. 

 Natalie Johnson - Natalie continues to work hard in Pre-Calculus. 

That’s a big reason why her grade is at 98%. Super job, Natalie! 

 Alex King – Alex does a great job of using class time.  He quietly pro-

duces outstanding work and has focused attention during class. 

 Shanel Lang – Shanel is working harder on homework problems, she 

seeks help after school and is making great progress. 

 Denny Lim – Denny is a hard worker in Algebra 2 and the class can 

always rely on him for help. His focus has helped him achieve a high 

grade! 

 Zach Mullenax – Zach always has homework completed, he asks 

questions during class and his attention is focused on learning the 

math. 

 Mercedes Murphy - Mercedes is always attentive and doing her work 

in Pre-Calculus. She is currently earning a 97%. Outstanding, Mer-

cedes! 

 Drew Peters - Drew has started to hit his stride in AP Calculus. He is 

on his way to a 5. Terrific work, Drew! 

 Grant Reed – Grant has started second semester on a high note, earn-

ing great grades on his assessments and showing some great skill in 

Algebra 2. 

 Ben Scott – Ben has consistently been a hard worker, asking insightful 

questions and helping clarify work for others. He has done a great job 

in Algebra 2. 

 Taylan Swift – Taylan is a quiet, but focused student.  His hard work 

has paid off with an excellent grade in Algebra 2. 

 Taylor Williams – Taylor is showing great improvement.  She is trying 

harder to get the math “right” and her efforts are paying off in quality 

work. 

mailto:wbetancourt@steilacoom.k12.wa.us

